S. TERRY CHILDS (ed.
Mitigation was commissioned to 'categorise types of below-ground archaeological' resources in England, to 'produce an easy-to-understand guide to engineering and construction techniques and mitigation', to 'review the status of existing knowledge' and to 'produce an easily updatable … database of … sites in England' with 'preservation in situ schemes involving engineering' (p. 1). With a detailed catalogue of 'processes', the report considers operations of engineering and sums up techniques for preservation (e.g. Rose Theatre, London). Added are notes on the planning system, a case study, and an amply annotated bibliography. The CD provides a well organised data base of sites and agencies.
For the USA, TERRY CHILDS introduces a dozen thorough papers on collections and archives, on the management and use of collections, on 'Native American issues', on 'incorporating public education into the curation process', and on training, plus 'a personal retrospective' (W. Marquardt). Here too is good practical guidance. Also for the USA, and equally down to earth, is a new edition of T.F. KING's handbook, full of sensible, lightly written advice on a host of contingencies. For the earlier period, Dr STEIN's concise case study reviews the state of the art for 'world-system theory' and the application to archaeology before turning to, first, the Uruk evidence in general and then his own site, Hacinebi, in particular. Arguing that 'The world-system model' has been abused, he demands more detailed research in order to recognise agency at the 'periphery'. Prof. POSTGATE introduces eleven papers, starting with Uruk itself (H. Nissen) and going on to cover Nineveh (R. Gut), Tepe Gawra (M. Rothman), Godin Tepe (V. Badler), and Brak (J. Oates). There follow reviews of evidence from northern Mesopotamia (M. Frangipane) and Hacinebi (Stein), the Levant (G. Philip) and Egypt (Toby Wilkinson), plus reports on pottery from the Middle and Upper Euphrates (F. Stephen & E. Peltenburg) and households at Jebel Aruda (G. van Driel) . Dr MATTHEWS has assessed the features and finds from Jemdet Nasr, including the pottery, sickles, and writing: 'impressions on clay' reveal 'mats very much in the style employed to this day'; in all, 'a hazy and shimmering picture' of a site probably but one in 'a loose network … engaged in … almost chaotic … co-operation' (p. 35) ... To supplement previous publications, Dr HERRMANN et al. have published hundreds of pictures of the ivories organised by the rooms in which they were found.
Sumer has been enhanced with more attention to the economy and a new chapter on Upper Mesopotamia. From 'Absolute chronology', 'Acemhöyük' or 'bead-rim bowls' to 'Lawrence, Thomas Edward', 'Muwatalli I', 'tin' and 'Zippalanda', the latest of the Historical Dictionaries maintains the standards of the series (although the photographs add little). 'Emerging from the ever-increasing body of data … is a kaleidoscope … on which unanimity is never likely to be achieved ' (p. xxxiii 
Review

The author is very interested in the evidence of twentieth century warfare. The succinct 'Chronological outline' that he adds, and a solid bibliography, complement the topographic exposition. He adds an appendix on writing 'about the past': '"might", "possibly", "may well have", "seems" 'are probably the most useful words'; 'we should be honest', 'admit to fiction and simply try to construct it as rigorously as we can'; 'It is … easy … to lose sight of … knowledge of the past itself', 'to suppose it lies in the virtuosity of source criticism and exposition'. Mr BEAVIS is satisfied with 'the broadest generalisations' (p. 147).
Stories seeks to develop phenomenological research. Most of the papers are scholarly and substantial but speculative. More than half is by Mr CHADWICK himself. D. Hind's approach to the Mesolithic-Neolithic transition around BEVAN's area is akin to that of EDMONDS. There is also a series of short experiments, M. Giles, for example, on exposing archaeologists' subjectivity through photographs and poems, and 'We take memories into our spaces', the Cambridge Women & Homelessness Group studying their own dig. B. Bevan here reflects on uneven exchanges of knowledge through intercontinental tourism.
Responding to both the current programme of research on 'landscape characterisation' and the wider field of landscape studies, a leading practitioner has produced, in Historic landscape, a technically and conceptually thorough, systematic and comprehensive yet detailed introduction to methods and techniques (phenomenology barely touched upon). The one problem is that too few students understand that the skills are pointless without theory: they need more direct guidance on methodological complexity; but that demands another book. DAN SWIFT reports on extramural Roman burials and evidence suggesting a sequence of contemporary roadside developments, including glass-making. The Medieval stratigraphy was truncated but ditches perhaps related to the priory near by. In the Early Modern period, 'much of the area was … used for the disposal of rubbish and cess' (pp. 64-5). HOWE & LAKIN cover excavation of part of the Roman fort at Cripplegate and relate it to previous investigation by W.F. Grimes. Noting that it dates to the Hadrianic period, peaceful here, they consider features both typical and unusual. They also report evidence for rebuilding and craftwork from c. 1200 on.
Mr HEARD covers excavation and documentary research to reconstruct the history of yards, wharves, ship-building and ship-breaking during that critical period of British maritime history since the mid 1600s. As well as parts of ships, massive timbers for both wharves and cranes were recovered, and there is discussion of other shipyards and their carpentry.
All three of these reports are well designed and illustrated. They come with summaries in French and German.
PETER CLARK (ed. These two thematic volumes illustrate the potential of theoretically informed African archaeology to contribute to debates within the wider discipline. REID & LANE attempt not only to give Africa a place within historical archaeology but also to redefine the subdiscipline in a way that enables African examples to be better understood. They seek to achieve this through a realisation of the temporality of all archaeology and of the material continuity between the past and the present. Their call for multivocality and dissonance in studies of the past invites a variety of responses, reflected in the breadth of approaches seen in the volume. Many of the contributions are excellent, with themes including the subversion of text-based and oral histories through a stress on individual experience in the creation and reproduction of tradition (Fleisher, Helm, La Violette) and the construction and maintenance of historical identities, particularly in the context of cultural interaction (Insoll, REID, van Schalwyk & Smith). Thus the volume reinterprets historical archaeology variously, wisely avoiding a generalising definition of the subject matter.
In contrast, WIDGRENS & SUTTON take an apparently narrow brief but they expand upon it to provide a discussion pertinent to scholars of many disciplines. North American Indian art replaces C. Feest's contribution to the series, 'World of Art ' (1992) . It is well illustrated and pithy. The coverage by region is welcome but attention to the pre-Columbian period is brief again. The twelve papers on the border lands take stock of the Neolithic, Bronze Age and Iron Age now that most of the region is more accessible. Introducing them, the editors identify three persistent themes: concern over appropriate scales at which to study aspects of culture; ethnicity, seen here as 'situational' (of course) rather than essential and perduring; and exchange of recent results of research, unusually difficult in the Caucasus, as they point out, on account of diversity of colleagues' languages. Predictably and intriguingly, the contributors, from Armenia, Georgia, Turkey, the USA, Australia and Italy, illustrate various guiding concepts and approaches, newer and older, but most of their results, from archives and excavations, look substantial. Some of the drawings could have been printed more economically. The region merits the same kind of treatment for earlier prehistory and the historic period too. Dr SAND introduces 31 papers and R. Shutler's 'Reminiscences' about E.W. Gifford. There are three on Melanesia, Australia and 'Rock art and ceramics in East Borneo', the latter proposing the emergence of a new 'cornerstone for prehistory' (p. 51). Then come eleven on 'The Austronesian spread', including eight on 'The Lapita sphere'. There are four on chronology. There are papers on rock art, 'mortuary and biological features' at Lapita, an owl midden (cf. 'Animal bones', below), 'Dynamic landscapes and episodic occupations' at the Sigatoka Dunes, and 'Human impact on … nearshore marine ecosystems'. Four consider Polynesian colonisation, history and household organisation. Last comes a valuable foursome on public relations, outreach and indigenous 'reception' of archaeological discoveries. Well produced and full of 'top names', it is a book to be proud of. A record reviews materials and production, methods and techniques of study, and typology before considering the history of study. Conclude the authors (p. 315) 'An improved understanding of the behavioural information … in the … artefact record will come from investigations of the reasons that recurring … forms exist … Such studies will require investigation into the contexts in which … assemblages are found and the patterns of association between different types of assemblages, other … material remains, and their landscape settings'. The CD gives a lot of excellent colour photographs. Dr KNARRSTRÖM's dissertation reviews evidence for use of flint in Scania from the Mesolithic, through the startling (he argues) introduction of bronze and declining use up to the 1900s (for guns). He concentrates on particular sites (Tågerup and later). With the same method, A. Högberg adds an appendix on the Malmö area. There is a summary in Swedish. Twelve years since first publication, Prof. FALK considers again research on the evolution of the human brain: 'it is the over-all choreography … that is unique, not its individual … steps'; and it depended on certain 'serendipitous coincidences' in connection with bipedalism (pp. 7-8).
Macroregional multiperiod views … ADAM T. SMITH & KAREN S. RUBINSON (ed.).
Archaeology in the border lands: investigations in
… and exponents
Culture and its origins
Braindance is a scholarly book, blithely and invitingly written for the general reader. Also written deftly and personably, for the same readership, The first idea skims through physical anthropology, primatology, archaeology, linguistics and psychology plus a little social anthropology. The authors leave less space than FALK for chance. They speculate about the development of 'pattern recognition' and pursue implications up to the Modern era and into speculations about an emergent 'psychology of global interdependency'. They must have anticipated that it would be difficult for them consistently to convince scholars in the respective disciplines. 
Review
WASHBURN & CROWE introduce nine rich and detailed methodological, ethnographic and archaeological studies of weaving, embroidery, beadwork and pottery, covering cases from the Andes, Amazonia, sub-Saharan Africa and Turkey. Pattern, they aver, reveals cognition and the organisation of behaviour. Dr WASHBURN argues that Dorothy Menzel's corpora show that 'the Ica-Inca pottery used by the local elites was redecorated with some new Inca features but restructured within the local structural system' (p. 227). This is a fine book very well produced. 
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